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	Oxygen Concentrators – operational instructions


An oxygen concentrator is a machine that separates oxygen from nitrogen in the air, concentrates it and delivers it to a client at a prescribed flow rate.

It is very important to follow the prescribed level of oxygen flow. Do not increase or decrease the flow without a physician’s order.
The following items should be available when using an oxygen concentrator:

· Cannula and tubing

· Back-up oxygen cylinder, and regulator with base or card (in case of power failure).

· If the concentrator fails, it will be replaced by the company who it is rented from.

· Concentrators are checked in their place of service for function every 60, 90, or 120 days depending on the manufacturer and the provider of the machine.

Placement of concentrator:

1. Position the concentrator near an electrical outlet where it can be centrally located for client daily activities

2. Position the unit away from curtains or drapes, hot air registers, heaters and fire places.

3. Be sure to place the unit so that each side is a least 12 inches from a wall or other obstruction.

4. Do not place the unit in a confined area.

5. Do not place concentrator on deep pile carpet which may lead to overheating.

Turning ON the concentrator/oxygen:

1. Plug the concentrator into a properly grounded electrical ground outlet. DO NOT use an extension cord or power strip.

2. Turn the switch to the “ON” position.

3. Adjust the flow adjustment knob until the flow meter registers the prescribed flow rate.

4. Attach the tubing from the cannula to the oxygen outlet.

5. Put the cannula or mask on the client and adjust for comfort.

Turning OFF the concentrator / oxygen:

1. Remove the nasal cannula or mask.

2. Turn the concentrator power switch to the “OFF” position.

3. It is not necessary to turn the flow control off once it has been set properly. However, it should be checked each time the concentrator is turned on.

Cleaning and maintenance:

1. DO NOT operate concentrator WITHOUT CABINATE FILTER in place.

2. On a weekly basis, wash the cabinet filter, usually located in the back of the unit.

3. Remove filter and wash in a solution of warm soapy water.

4. Rinse the filter thoroughly, and dry with a soft absorbent towel.

5. Replace the filter.
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