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Discussion/interpretation:  
The purpose of this transmittal is to provide clarification concerning the responsibility of 
the APD or AAA offices to prior authorize nursing facility services for Medicaid 
individuals.  OAR 411-070-0040 and 411-070-0045 require that payment for nursing 
facility services may not be authorized until the APD or AAA office has completed a 
PAS and prior authorized the payment. 
 
PAS includes: 
(A) An assessment;  
(B) The determination of an individual’s service eligibility for Medicaid-paid long term 
care or post-hospital extended care services in a nursing facility;  
(C) The identification of individuals who can transition to community-based service 
settings;  
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(D) The provision of information about community-based services and resources to 
meet the individual’s needs; and  
(E) Transition planning assistance as needed. 
 
Any facility that admits an individual for nursing facility level of care that has not had a 
Pre-Admission Screening (PAS) will not be reimbursed by Medicaid for the days not 
prior authorized.   
 
Individuals that qualify under our current assessment for long-term care services, who 
have had the appropriate PAS work completed, and have had community options 
provided to them and still choose to admit to the nursing facility have a right to that 
level of care and may be reimbursed for this level of care once the Department has 
completed the prior authorization. 
 
Please remember that individuals should exhaust their PHEC or other skilled benefits 
before accessing long-term care nursing facility services.   
 
A PAS may be completed based on information obtained by phone or fax only to 
authorize Title XIX post-hospital benefits in a nursing facility when short-term nursing 
facility services are needed.  A face-to-face assessment including the discussion of 
alternative community-based services and resources shall be completed within seven 
days of the initial, short term nursing facility service approval OAR 411-070-0040(2)(d).  
All other PAS authorizations should be done face-to-face. 
 
When an individual is transitioning into another county or across offices, it is the 
expectation that the APD or AAA office placing the individual in the other office or 
county nursing facility will notify the receiving local APD or AAA office prior to 
placement. 
 
Implementation/transition instructions: Effective immediately any facility 
requesting Medicaid payment for days without prior authorization will not be authorized 
in the Plan of Care to bill for those days. 
 
Training/communication plan: none 
 
Local/branch action required:   none 
 
Central office action required: none 
 
Field/stakeholder review: Yes  No 

If yes, reviewed by: OPS Committee 
 
Filing Instructions:        
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If you have any questions about this policy, contact: 
Contact(s): Roberta Lilly 

Phone: 503-945-5659 Fax:       
E-mail: Roberta.e.lilly@state.or.us  
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