
 

Seniors and People with Disabilities 
Information Memorandum

Transmittal 
 

DeAnna Hartwig 
 Number: SPD-IM-07-088 

Authorized Signature  Issue Date: 12/10/2007 
 
Topic: Medical Benefits 
 
Subject: Inflated Income Standards for Medicare Savings Programs-QMB/SMB/SMF 
 
Applies to (check all that apply): 

 All DHS employees County Mental Health Directors 
 Area Agencies on Aging  Health Services 
 Children, Adults and Families  Seniors and People with Disabilities 
 County DD Program Managers Other (please specify):       

 
Message:  
Clients who are eligible for any Medicare Savings Program (QMB/SMB/SMF) on 
12/31/2007are protected from losing benefits because of the January Cost of Living 
Allowance (COLA).  The COLA is 2.3% this year for Federal cash benefits such as 
SSI, Social Security, Railroad Retirement Board (RRB) and others.  To keep clients 
from going over income between January 1st and March 1st, when the MSP income 
standards will be raised, the income standards in the computer are raised by 2.3% at 
the end of December. 
 
New clients applying in January and February are evaluated for income using the 
income limits in the eligibility rules, not the amounts in the computer. 
  
Redeterminations are conducted as normal, realizing that ongoing clients have 
protected eligibility from the COLA until March 1st.  
 
If you have any questions about this information, contact: 
Contact(s): Dale Marande 
     Phone: 503-945-6476 Fax: 503-947-5357 
     E-mail: Dale.F.Marande@state.or.us  
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