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The “Scoop” on the MMA
The Medicare Modernization Act (MMA) 
is a federal law that provides seniors and 
people with disabilities a prescription 
drug benefit, more health care choices, 
and better benefits under Medicare. A 
major part of the MMA is the Medicare 
Prescription Drug Program. 

The Medicare Prescription Drug Program, 
which will begin on January 1, 2006, 
makes prescription drug coverage available 
to all 43 million Medicare beneficiaries. 
The drug coverage, which will become Part D of 
a beneficiary’s Medicare benefit, is available to 
anyone who has Medicare Part A and/or Part B. 

Low-Income Subsidy Helps with 
Premiums and Out-of-Pocket Expenses
Medicare Part D requires most beneficiaries to pay 
a premium, coinsurance and have a deductible. 
Beneficiaries with limited income and resources can 
get help with these costs if they qualify for a low-
income subsidy (LIS). Most beneficiaries seeking 
a low-income subsidy will need to complete a 
special application, created by the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) to see if they qualify for the 
subsidy.

Dual Eligible Clients Automatically 
Receive LIS
Dual eligible clients and clients who get help from 
Medicaid to pay their Medicare premiums will 
automatically receive the LIS and do not need to 
apply for it. 

Prescription Drug Plans - a MUST
All Medicare beneficiaires must enroll in either 
a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan (PDP) or a 
Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug Plan (MA-
PDP) to receive the Medicare drug benefit.

MMA Matters
A monthly email bulletin for DHS workers with  

information about the Medicare Modernization Act
August 2005

Many of the current OMAP Medical Plans are now 
contracting with Medicare as Medicare Advantage 

Plans and will pick up the prescription 
drug component by January 1, 2006. 

In order to make sure there is no gap 
in coverage in the transition from 
Medicaid to Medicare drug coverage, 
Medicare will automatically enroll 
clients who do not select a drug plan 
into one. They will be able to opt out 
of the plan to which they have been 

assigned, and choose a different plan at any 
time. If they opt out of Part D entirely, they will be 
responsible for paying for prescription drugs that 
could be covered under the Medicare Prescription 
Drug Program.

OHP Will Reduce Drug Coverage to Dual 
Eligibles
Because Medicare Part D will pay for their 
prescription drugs, on January 1, 2006, the Oregon 
Health Plan (OHP) will discontinue drug coverage 
for dual eligible clients, other than certain drugs that 
will not be covered by Medicare. 

What’s Happened Already?
CMS has already mailed notices to dual eligible 
clients and people who get help from the Medicaid 
program paying their Medicare premiums, notifying 
them they automatically qualify for LIS.

OMAP is mailing announcements to current dual 
eligible clients whose Medical Plan has become 
a Medicare Advantage plan. The announcement 
includes a Medicare Advantage Plan Election 
form (DHS 7208M) and Plan return envelope, for 
clients who choose to enroll. Note: This is a special 
process for current clients. Eligibility workers 
should follow the process outlined in the OMAP 
Worker Guide when enrolling new dual eligible 
clients in a Medical Plan that is also a Medicare 
Advantage Plan.

Prescription 
Drug 

Program



CMS is currently mailing letters and applications to 
Medicare beneficiaries who may qualify for the low-
income subsidy. These people may come to DHS/AAA 
offices and ask for assistance with the application.  It is 
important to know that:

 Eligibility for LIS will be determined by the Social 
Security Administration (SSA).

 Field staff should refer people requesting assistance 
to:

 The SSA local office. They can also call for 
information – 1-800-772-1213;  
1-800-325-0778 (TTY) 

 Other community organizations, such as SHIBA 
– 1-800-722-4134

 DHS central LIS staff (as a last resort). The phone 
number is 1-877-585-0007; 
1-800-735-2900 (TTY)

 DHS Central Office is sending the following material 
to feld offices to display in their lobbies: 
 SSA applications. Remember: dual eligible clients 

do not need to fill out the LIS application.

 SSA posters, brochures and fact sheets.

 The Medicare Prescription Resource Pad (DHS 
3409). This pad has informational phone numbers 
people can call for help with the Medicare 
Prescription Drug Program. 

 The MMA Project Team is conducting statewide 
trainings on MMA Basics and will soon begin 
training on Enrollment Processes. Trainings will run 
from August through November, in two stages, and 
will be open to DHS staff, providers, and volunteers. 
Call 1-877-585-0007 to register.

Questions about MMA or the Prescription 
Drug Program?
If you have questions or information you’d like 
addressed in future editions of MMA Matters, contact 
anyone on the MMA Project Team:

Jane-ellen Weidanz, DHS MMA Project Manager 
 (503) 945-6444, Janeellen.A.Weidanz@state.or.us

Max Brown, SPD MMA Program Analyst 
 (503) 945-6993; Max.Brown@state.or.us

Monica Herrera, OMAP MMA Pharmacy Coordinator 
 (503) 945-5916; Monica.Herrera@state.or.us

Christina Jaramillo, SPD MMA Program Coordinator 
 (503) 947-5281; Christina.D.Jaramillo@state.or.us

Patricia Roller, OMAP MMA Project Coordinator 
 (503) 947-5128; Patricia.Roller@state.or.us

Important Upcoming Dates
2005
 October .................Medicare mails Medicare & You 2006

  booklet. The booklet has information about the Prescription Drug  
  Program and lists prescription drug plans.

 October 13 ............PDP marketing materials become available.
 October .................Dual eligible clients not enrolled in an MA will be assigned to a PDP.
 November 15  –  

December 31 ........Initial PDP Enrollment Period.

2006
 January 1 ..............Medicare Prescription coverage begins.

What’s next?
Medicare and Social Security will be conducting 
community outreach events in the upcoming months 
to let people know about Medicare Part D drug 
coverage.

Beginning July 1, 2005, a small number of LIS-
trained staff in central office became available to 
provide assistance with the SSA application.

The Office of Medical Assistance Programs will 
mail letters to all dual eligible clients who will need 
to choose a PDP in October. The letter will include  
information on how to choose a plan.

Coming in next month’s MMA Matters:
 Detailed information about Medicare Drug Plans  

–  MAs, PDPs, SNPs

 DHS workgroups  – see who’s involved

  Information about enrollment assistance


