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Oregon Department of Human Services

Information Originating Cluster:
Memorandum Seniors and People with Disabilities

Date: May 21, 2003 IM Number: | SPD-IM-03-043
To: Area Agency on Aging Directors CHS SDA Managers
AAA Program Managers and Staff =~ CHS SDA Assistant Managers
SPD Central Office Staff CHS/SPD Line/Program Managers
CHS Central Office Managers CHS/SPD All Staff
From: Employment and Financial Benefits Section
Subject: Medicare Annual Outreach

Message: The Social Security Administration (SSA) is starting its annual outreach to Medicare
clients. Starting in May 2003 and going through the end of October, SSA is sending about
55,000 letters (see following) to Oregonians who receive Medicare. The letters are intended for
potential Qualified Medicare Beneficiary Program (QMB-BAS and QMB-SMB (both SMB and
SMF) and QMB-DW). Some of these Oregonians may also be eligible for Food Stamps.

The letters inform potential clients that they may be eligible for assistance with payment of
their Medicare premiums, depending on income and resource limits. These letters should not
be sent to clients who are already receiving these programs.

Medicare recipients who receive the letter and choose to inquire further, will be instructed to
call local offices. Indivuduals contacting the branch office should be screened as any other new
applicant, for QMB and Food Stamp eligibility.

If you have any questions about this information, contact:

Contact(s): | Dale Marande

Phone: | 503-945-6476 Fax: | 503-373-7902

E-mail: | dale.f.marande@state.or.us




CA7S

CENTERS for MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

[QMB/SLMB/QI Letter]

Information from the Social Security Administration about the Medicare Savings Programs (Help
From Your State to Pay Your Medicare Premiums)

State programs help millions of people with Medicare save money each year. The names for these programs
change from State-to-State, but they are usually called “Medicare Savings Programs,” “buy-in programs” or
the “qualified Medicare beneficiary program.” These programs help people with limited income and resources
pay their Medicare premiums. In some cases, the programs may also pay Medicare deductibles and
coinsurance.

You can apply for these programs if:

e You have Medicare Part A, also known as Medicare Hospital Insurance. (If you pay for Medicare Part A
or could purchase Part A but don't think you can afford it, there is a program that may pay the Medicare
Part A premium for you.)

and

e You are an individual with resources of $4,000 or less, or a couple with resources of $6,000 or less.
Resources include things like money in a checking or savings account, stocks, or bonds. When counting
your resources, do not include certain items like the home where you live, your home furnishings, a car,
burial plots, and $1,500 in a burial account.

and

e You are an individual with a monthly income of less than $1,031* or a couple with a monthly income of
less than $1,384.*

NOTE: Individual States may have more generous income and/or resources requirements.

Call your State or local medical assistance (Medicaid) office, social service or welfare office listed in the blue
(government) pages of your phone book and ask for information on the programs that help pay Medicare
expenses. It’s very important to call if you think you qualify for any of these Medicare Savings Programs,
even if you aren’t sure.

Jo Anne B. Barnhart Thomas A. Scully
Commissioner Administrator
Social Security Administration Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

*Income limits will change slightly in 2004. If you live in Alaska or Hawaii, income limits are slightly higher.

For help with your Medicare questions, visit www.medicare.gov or call 1-800-MEDICARE
(1-800-633-4227). TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.



http://www.medicare.gov

CA7S

CENTERS for MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

[QMB/SLMB/QI Letter]

Informacion de la Administracion de Seguro Social sobre los Programas de Ahorros de Medicare (Ayuda de
parte de su estado para pagar las primas de Medicare)

Cada afio, los programas estatales han ayudado a miles de personas con Medicare, a ahorrar dinero. Los nombres de
estos programas cambian de estado a estado, pero usualmente, se llaman “Programas de Ahorros de Medicare”,
“Programas de pago de Medicare”, “Programa para beneficiarios elegibles a Medicare”. Estos programas ayudan a las
personas con ingresos y recursos limitados a pagar sus primas de Medicare. En algunos casos, los programas también
pueden pagar los deducibles y coaseguros de Medicare.

Usted puede solicitar para estos programas si:

e Tiene la Parte A de Medicare, también conocida como Seguro de Hospital de Medicare. (Si usted paga por la Parte
A o puede comprar la Parte A pero piensa que no podra financiarla, hay un programa que puede pagar la prima de
la Parte A de Medicare por usted).

Y

e Usted es un individuo con recursos de $4,000 o menos, o una pareja con recursos de $6,000 o menos. Los recursos
incluyen cosas como dinero en una cuenta de cheques o ahorros, acciones, o bonos. Cuando cuente sus recursos, no
incluya ciertos articulos como la casa donde vive, sus muebles, un automévil, un panteén o $1,500 en una cuenta
para entierro.

Y

e Usted es un individuo con un ingreso mensual de menos de $1,031 0 menos* o una pareja con un ingreso mensual
de $1,384 0 menos*.

NOTA: Algunos estados pueden tener requisitos mas generosos de ingresos y/o recursos.

Llame a su oficina local o estatal de asistencia médica (Medicaid), servicios sociales o de bienestar publico, estos
numeros aparecen en las paginas azules (gubernamentales) de su guia telefonica y pida informacion sobre los programas
que ayudan a pagar los gastos de Medicare. Es muy importante que llame si piensa que es elegible a cualquiera de estos
Programas de Ahorros de Medicare, atn si no esta seguro.

Jo Anne B. Barnhart Thomas A. Scully
Comisionada Administrador
Social Security Administration Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

*Los limites de ingreso cambiaran un poco en el 2004. Si usted vive en Alaska o Hawaii, los limites de ingresos son un poco
mas altos.

Para ayuda con sus preguntas de Medicare, visite www.medicare.gov/Spanish/overview.asp o llame al
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). Los usuarios de TTY deben llamar al 1-877-486-2048.



http://www.medicare.gov/Spanish/overview.asp

SOCIAL SECURITY

CA7S

CENTERS for MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

[QDWI Letter]

Information from the Social Security Administration about the Medicare Savings Programs (Help
From Your State to Pay Your Medicare Premiums)

You can apply for your State to pay your Medicare Hospital Insurance (Part A) premiums if you:

Still have a disabling impairment, and

Are younger than 65, and

No longer have free Medicare Hospital Insurance (Part A), and
Are not getting medical assistance from your State, and

Are an individual with resources of $4,000 or less, or a couple with resources of $6,000
or less. Resources include things like money in a checking or savings account, stocks, or
bonds (When counting your resources, do not include certain items like the home where you
live, your home furnishings, a car, burial plots, and $1,500 in a burial account.), and

You are an individual with a monthly income of less than $3,078* or a couple with a
monthly income of less than $4,125.*

NOTE: Individual States may have more generous income and/or resources requirements.

Call your State or local medical assistance (Medicaid) office, social service or welfare office listed in the blue
(government) pages of your phone book and ask for information on programs that help pay Medicare
expenses for people who work. It’s very important to call if you think you qualify for this help, even if you

aren’t sure.
Jo Anne B. Barnhart Thomas A. Scully
Commissioner Administrator
Social Security Administration Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

*Income limits will change slightly in 2004. If you live in Alaska or Hawaii, income limits are slightly higher.



CA7S

CENTERS for MEDICARE & MEDICAID SERVICES

FIST

SEGURO SOCIAL

[QDWI Letter]

Informacion del Seguro Social sobre los Programas de Ayuda de Medicare (Ayuda de parte de su estado
para pagar sus primas de Medicare)

Puede solicitar que su estado pague las primas de su Seguro de Hospital de Medicare (Parte A) si usted:

Todavia tiene un impedimento, y

Es menor de 65 afios, y

Ya no tiene Seguro de Hospital de Medicare (Parte A) gratis, y

Ya no recibe asistencia médica de su estado, y

Es un individuo con recursos de $4,000 o menos, o una pareja con recursos de $6,000 o menos. Los
recursos incluyen cosas como dinero en una cuenta de cheques o ahorros, acciones o bonos (cuando cuente
sus recursos, no incluya ciertos articulos como la casa donde vive, sus muebles, un automovil, un panteén
0 $1,500 en una cuenta de entierro), y

¢ Esun individuo con un ingreso mensual de $3,078 o0 menos* o una pareja con un ingreso mensual de
menos de $4,125 o menos. *

NOTA: Algunos estados pueden tener requisitos mas generosos
de ingresos y/o recursos.

Llame a su oficina local o estatal de asistencia médica (Medicaid), servicios sociales o bienestar publico, estos
nimeros aparecen en las paginas azules (gubernamentales) de su guia telefonica y pida informacion sobre los
programas que ayudan a pagar los gastos de Medicare a las personas que trabajan. Es muy importante que
llame si piensa que es elegible para esta ayuda, aun si no esta seguro.

Jo Anne B. Barnhart Thomas A. Scully
Comisionada Administrador
Social Security Administration Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

*Los limites de ingresos cambiaran un poco en el 2004. Si usted vive en Alaska o Hawaii, los limites de
ingresos son un poco mas altos.



