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Discussion/Interpretation: The downturn in the economy has resulted in record-
breaking FS caseloads and a corresponding increase in the number of clients needing
OFSET services. The annual OFSET budget is based on the number served the
previous year. Due to the increased number of referrals, several areas of the state
faced the possibility of running out of funding and having to shut down the program.

To avoid cutting off these essential employment services, DHS has reduced the
maximum amount of support service payments to OFSET participants. Effective
5/1/09, the maximum for the eight-week OFSET period is reduced from $80 to $60.
Contracts, rule and policy have been amended to reflect this change.

For several years, only OFSET contractors have issued these payments. The only
change required for DHS staff is to be aware of the reduction.

Implementation/Transition Instructions: OFSET contractors have been informed of
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the change; contracts have been amended.

Training/Communication Plan: PT only

Local/Branch Action Required: None

Central Office Action Required: PT, rule, policy, contract amendments.
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