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Discussion/interpretation:

An amendment has been added to the Guardianship as a Permanency Plan rule (see
OAR 413-070-0670(6)) to require that prior to the court hearing to request the final
order of guardianship, the Department must document in the case record that the
caseworker, supervising worker, if any, and the certifier for the potential guardian
recommend the finalization of the guardianship.

Please refer to the procedure manual under Chapter 5, Section 14A, letter I. “Finalizing
the Plan” for full details of how to comply with this rule change. In summary, a
finalization memo or email must document that the caseworker, supervising worker, if
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any, and certification worker all agree that the guardianship should be finalized. This
memo or email will be uploaded into the filing cabinet of OR-Kids and viewed by the
Central Office Guardianship Assistance staff before approval is given to seek the final
order of guardianship. This rule change is being made to assure that all workers
involved in the case are in agreement that the guardian resource(s) have been meeting
the safety, well-being, and permanency needs of the child before recommending to the
court the guardianship be finalized.

Implementation/transition instructions: All permanency caseworkers, permanency
supervisors, certifiers and certification supervisors should be familiar with the rule and
procedure changes.

Training/communication plan: The procedure manual has been updated to include
directions on how to comply with this rule. All program managers have been made
aware of this rule change. Further training will occur at supervisor quarterlies,
certification quarterlies, and permanency quarterlies.

Local/branch action required: The local branches should become familiar with these
new requirements. If branches have questions, these can be directed to their
permanency consultants.

Central office action required: Central Office has written new procedures that have
been posted in the procedure manual. Central Office has trained all permanency
consultants on the new rule and procedure.
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