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9. Determine the Disposition of the CPS Assessment

As outlined in OAR 413-015-0440:

 • After gathering all the information necessary to complete the CPS Assessment, the CPS 
worker must determine the disposition. 

 • Requirement to Determine Disposition of the CPS Assessment. The CPS worker must 
determine if there is reasonable cause to believe that child abuse or neglect occurred and 
explain the basis for that determination. The requirements for determining dispositions 
are described in OAR 413-015-1000, “The CPS Assessment Dispositions”.

 • Documentation. The CPS worker must document that determination and explain the 
basis for the determination in the disposition narrative section of OR-Kids prior to com-
pleting the CPS Assessment.

Procedure

The CPS worker must base the determination for a disposition on state laws, administrative rule, 
and the information gathered. The possible determinations are:

1. Founded, which means there is reasonable cause to believe that child abuse oc-
curred.

2. Unfounded, which means no evidence of child abuse was identified or disclosed.

3. Unable to determine, which means there are some indications of child abuse, but 
there is insufficient data to conclude that there is reasonable cause to believe that 
child abuse occurred. The “unable to determine” disposition may be used only in the 
following circumstances: 

 • After extensive efforts have been made, the CPS worker is unable to locate the 
family; or 

 • After completing an assessment that complies with the Department’s rules one of 
the following applies: 

(i) The child is unable or unwilling to provide consistent information and there is 
insufficient information to support a founded or unfounded determination. 
(ii) There is conflicting or inconsistent information from collateral contacts or 
family, and there is insufficient information to support a founded or unfounded 
determination.

Note:  When making the decision to “found,” it is important to answer the question, “Is there 
sufficient information and documentation to support this being a disposition of child 
abuse or neglect?” Even in those referrals lacking reasonable cause to believe abuse or 
neglect occurred, (unfounded or unable to determine dispositions) CPS caseworkers 
should still document information since the content of the reports eventually may show a 
pattern of abuse.

It is important to state the specific type of abuse, the relationship and name of the perpetrator and 
victim, as well as the dispositional finding itself.  You then must explain how you came to the 
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conclusion you did providing as much detail as possible.  It is important to include interviews with 
children, alleged perpetrator, and or non-offending parent, police report information, advocacy 
center reports when appropriate.  This type of detail is needed on all dispositional findings, not just 
founded allegations of abuse/neglect.  For example:   

 • In determining whether neglect has occurred directly related to lack of supervision the 
following issues should be considered: 

 • The child’s physical condition and mental abilities, coping capacity, maturity, compe-
tence, knowledge regarding how to respond to an emergency, and feelings about being 
alone.

 • Type and degree of indirect adult supervision.  For example, is there an adult who is 
checking in on the child?

 • The length of time and frequency with which the child is left alone.  Is the child being 
left alone all day, every day?  Is he or she left alone all night?

 • The safety of the child’s environment.  For example, the safety of the neighborhood, 
access to a telephone, and safety of the home.

Once you have considered the above issues, you should document the consideration of those issues 
and how that lead to your finding. 

Similar documentation should occur on each allegation type.

Special note on Threat of Harm cases: it is important to document the potential impact to the 
child’s physical, sexual, psychological, cognitive or behavioral state and show how the 
perpetrator’s past circumstances can be tied to a current threat of harm. It is not enough 
to say:  Prior founded for sexual abuse therefore it is founded for Threat of Harm Sexual 
Abuse.  You need to document how the consideration of the circumstances surrounding 
the perpetrator’s past sex abuse places the current children at threat of harm.  

Documentation 

The CPS worker must document the disposition (unfounded, unable to determine, or founded) and 
explain the basis for the disposition in the disposition narrative section of the assessment prior to 
completion. The documentation must be detailed and specific to the conditions and circumstances 
that resulted in the dispositional finding. 


