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6. Identify How the Impending Danger Safety Threat 
is Occurring 

As outlined in OAR 413-015-0428, when the CPS worker determines an impending danger safety 
threat is present, the CPS worker must identify how the impending danger safety threat is occurring 
in the family to determine the necessary level of safety intervention required to assure child safety. 
The CPS worker must use the information gathered to determine:

1. The length of time the family behaviors, conditions, or circumstances have posed a 
threat to child safety;

2. The frequency with which the family behaviors, conditions, or circumstances pose a 
threat to child safety;

3. The predictability of the family behaviors, conditions, or circumstances that pose a 
threat to child safety;

4. Specific times (during the day or week), if any, that require special attention due to 
the way the family behaviors, conditions, or circumstances are occurring;

5. Identified individual or family behaviors, conditions, or circumstances that prevent a 
parent or caregiver from adequately functioning in their primary parenting role; and

6. Anything else that is associated with, occurs at the same time as, or influences the 
family behaviors, conditions, or circumstances that pose a threat to child safety.

The CPS worker must document how each impending danger safety threat is occurring in OR-Kids. 

Procedure

After all the necessary information is gathered for the CPS assessment, the CPS worker must ana-
lyze the safety-related information. The purpose is to fully and accurately understand and explain 
how impending danger safety threats are occurring in the family and to determine the necessary 
level of ongoing intrusion and ongoing safety intervention required, if any, to ensure child safety.

 • If a child is determined to be unsafe, the CPS worker must analyze the information by 
describing the six areas above.    

 • Further analysis could include the CPS worker asking the following questions to aid in 
the comprehensive understanding of the safety threats in a family. 

1. Was a protective action plan or initial safety plan taken? What has been the family’s 
response to this protective action plan?

2. What is currently known about the parent or caregiver’s history? Are there clues that 
suggest further information about the past will help explain the parent or caregiver’s 
current functioning?

3. What is known about the family’s social support network? Who else is supporting 
the family and who will be available on an ongoing basis for the family to rely on?

4. Are there any behavioral symptoms observed in the child? How has the child func-



Chapter II - Screening and Assessment

Assessment: Ver 2 Section 6: Page 2

tioned in school and in social relationships? Who else may have information about 
any behavioral or emotional concerns?

5. Have problems been identified which may need further examination or evaluation 
(e.g., drug or alcohol problems, psychiatric or psychological problems, and health 
needs)?

6. What further information about the family will help provide an understanding of 
how the impending danger safety threats are operating and protective factors related 
to the potential of continued child abuse and neglect?

It must be clear how impending danger safety threats are manifested and operating in the family be-
fore a determination can be made regarding the type of ongoing safety plan that is required (either 
in-home or out-of-home or a combination of both). Understanding how impending danger safety 
threats are occurring happens when the CPS worker is familiar with information that explains the 
threat, related family conditions and accompanying influences.


